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THE FIRST ASCENT OF SHUMARI KUNYANG CHHISH

by Kohey Echizenya

Summary

In 1979, Academic Alpine Club of Hokkaido (Hokkaido University Alpine
Club) sent a party to Hisper Mustagh in Karakorum range to scale Shumari
Kunyang Chhish (Kunydng Chhish North Peak, 7108m). On May 14 the main
party arrived at Rawalpindi by air where we made various arrangements
necessary for the mountaineering for two weeks. Since the PIA-flight to
Gilgit was full at that time because of bad weather, we decided to drive
along the Indas valley. On May 30 we arrived at Nagar via Karakorum
Highway with our total load of about one ton.

The employment of porters at Nagar was extremely troublesome. After
four days, in spite of our liaison officer's persevering efforts, we had
to pay one hundred rupees per day per porter. The caravan with 54
porters started from Nagar along Hisper valley on June L. During the
troublesome march to Kunyang glacier, talking with both liaison officer
and porters, we were aware of the economic crisis in this area and also
the importance of the control by the Government. We reached Blum-pari
(4160m) after six days where we discharged all porters and set up Pre-
base camp. From Pre-base camp all equipments and provisions had to be
carried up to Base camp site on the north side morane of Kunyang glacier
only by the shoulders of party members.

Base camp was finally established on Jure 17 at a height of 4260m beside
two small ponds named Boom-pari by our liaison officer. After ascending 3
km on Kunyang glacier from Bsse camp across the glacier full of clevasses
and further climbing up alcng a snowy ridge, we set up Camp-1 at 4900m on
June 19. Camp-2 was set up in a small ice basin at 5300m on June 23 after
easy climbing on a wide snow slope from Camp-1.

From Camp-2 we could see the climbing route for the first time which led
to the saddle between Shumari Kunyang Chhish and Disteghil Sar. The
climbing route was, however, barricaded by a dangerous icefall full of
huge ice towers, steep ice walls with hanging ice cliffs and a fragile
rock gully. At first we attempted to make a route on a small ice ridge
in an icefall and fixed ropes of 700m length to the snowy saddle at 600Cm
but the route among ice towers just below the saddle was so dangerous
that we abandoned this one. We tried another route on a steep ice wall,
which was once tried by us and then was extended and completed by Hokkaido
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Alpine Association party aiming at Pumari Chhish. Camp-3 was eventually
set up on the west end of a magnificently wide ice plateau covered with
snow on July 4. This ice plateau exlended to the foot of surrounding
peaks; Pumari Chhish, Kunyang Chhish Main Peak and Yukshin Gardan Sar.
All these mcuntains as well Yszghil Domes appesred climrbable from this
plateau.

After refreshing at Base camp fcr two days we accomylished transportation
of necessary loads of equirments tc Camp-3., The route from Camp-3 to
Camp-4 was on steep but wide snow ridge with scattered rocks. Camp-4 was
set up at €700m on the shoulder of a level snow ridge. All members were
vell acclimatized to the altitude and were in good condition. We gathered
at Camp-4 on July 10 fer the summit trial,

At 6:00 a2.m, on July 11 we left Camp-4 and traced the rcpes fixed on the
day before éo the summit. Tke route was on a narrow ridge covered with
ice and snow which gradually turned to a2 snow wall. All members stood on
the summit at 10:15 a.m. We played with a kite there and then descended
to Camp-3. Evacuating high camps, we descended to Base camp on the
following day.

We returned the same way as forward journey via Gilgit and dispersed the
party on July 26 in Rawalpindi,

Members:

Kohey Echizenya (A1) Leader Neurosurgeon
Eiji Shimozawa (30) Deputy leader Surgeon
Akinari Ishimura (26)

Osamu Hanai (27)

in Takahashi (26) Student

Akic Koizumi (23%) Student
Shirri Irikawa (23) Student
Hiroyuki Shiga (z1) Student

Liaison Officer:

Capt. TIkram A. Khan (29)
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